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The Mackenzie River is one of the great rivers of the world. Starting at Great Slave 
Lake, it curls north and heads straight to the Arctic Ocean, lying for most of its journey 
along the  foothills of the Mackenzie Mountains. 
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215 YEARS AGO!, near Bella Coola, British 
Columbia, explorer Alexander Mackenzie noted:  
"I now mixed up some vermilion in melted grease and 
described in large characters on the South-East face of the 
rock on which we had slept last night this brief memorial" 

Alexander Mackenzie 
From Canada 

By Land 
22nd July 1793 

Thus was recorded the first crossing of continental North 
America by a European. 

 

 
“Native guides and French Canadian voyageur canoeists worked with Alexander Mackenzie of the North 
West Company from Lower Canada (Quebec) to what is now known as British Columbia in search of a 
shipping outlet on the Pacific. Together, they completed the journey from Montreal to the western ocean. 
Mackenzie's 1801 book, " Voyages from Montreal..., describes the route from The St. Lawrence River in 
the east to the western ocean. The same route ~ stretching from Quebec City, Quebec to Bella Coola, 
British Columbia ~ has been formally proclaimed by Canada, the six Provinces and the one Territory 
through which it passes as a lasting legacy for all Canadians.”  Source: http://www.amvr.org 
 
Our journey is a tribute to Alexander Mackenzie and his brave companions. We will undertake the journey 
to the Mackenzie River and follow its course from the air with the advantage of seeing the beauty of the 
surrounding wilderness. 
 

 
 
The following is an overview of the challenge and the destinations we have identified as the hosts of the 
8th edition of the International Air Rally. The IAR committee can now present the official hosts of the event 
who have committed to   welcome the participants   according to the standards set-up by the committee.  
2008 Governor General’s Cup Mackenzie River Challenge hosts and partners are looking forward to 
receiving visitors who have come from such long distance to share with them pleasant moments, stories, 
tradition and culture. 
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Our journey will start in the City of Brandon: (Highlighted idents = Fuel supply) 
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The challenge begins with a pancake breakfast at 
the Brandon Flying Club ! 
July 16: BRANDON-THE PAS, MANITOBA  
               CYBR-CYDN-CYQD   248 NM 
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From the plane to the boat waiting at the airport: Fishing is imminent ….NOW ! 
-Meet press 
-those going fishing  will be transported back and forth from lake 
-those going into town  can do so by hotel shuttle 

   
Chat, Airport Manager. Jack Lane, manager of the kikiwak  www.kikiwakinn.net  beautiful hotel owned 
by the Opaskwayak Cree Nation,  www.opaskwayak.ca   
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Meet & greet at the airport 
Hotel check in 
back to the airport for the evening reception. 
We will be served diner first and then  we will meet the public “Hay Rivertites”.  
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Inuvik people are very touched by our initiative to join them in the celebrations of their 50th 
anniversary. You will share these joy full moments with them. 
Workers mining barges have been made available to our group. These provide very comfortable 
accommodations.  
Inuvik : End of the road 
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