
 

 
 

MEET THE TEAMS 
 

Camil Dumont, Montreal Canada 
Denis Mexted, Newam Vic., Australia 
Catherine Tobenas, Montreal, Canada 
Kathryn Mexted, Newam Vic., Australia 

  
Piper PA-32 Cherokee 6 
 
Camil is president of the Organizing Committee. 
Denis, Qantas Airline Captain has volunteered to 
provide technical support and Cherokee 6 co-
pilot…. 
 
Kathy is covering for various Media including 
AOPA Pilot Australia. 
 
Catherine is on vacation !!! She says…Just 
making sure all goes well…. Relaxing in the plane 
she calls her “Pilatus” 
 
    

 
 
Davis Schrader, Livonia, Michigan, USA 
Stevan Weaver, Dexter, Michigan, USA  
Robert Sirdey, Prevessin, France 
Mark Helseth, Minnesota, USA 

  
Piper Seneca II  
Davis and Stevan participated to the longest ever 
group flying in Canada covering all 10 provinces 
and 3 territories in 17 days. This memorable flight 
was accomplished to celebrate 100 years of 
Canadian Aviation last July 2009. 
Davis and Stevan are members of the 2010 
Caribbean Air Challenge organizing Committee 
coordinating departures and compiling 
competition results.. 
 
Robert and Mark will be busy handling the 
photography and filming of the whole journey. 
Mark will be responsible for the daily  blog 
postings. 

 
2009 Picture taken during the Cross Canada Centennial Flight Challenge 
 
 
 



 
Michael and Tera Bush,  
Williamsport, PA 

 
Cirrus SR 22  
Michael & Tera Bush both love to fly—Michael 
loves the trip and Tera loves the destination!  
They flew their beloved SR20 for eight years 
spanning the US, Canada and the Bahamas 
before recently moving up to a Turbo SR22.  Now 
they dream of flying throughout Tera’s Mexican 
homeland and on into South America.  Michael is 
an annual camper at Oshkosh and co-founded a 
fast-growing pilot club in Williamsport, PA (home 
of Lycoming Engines).  Tera is a trained pinch-
hitter and an expert “nagivator!” 
  
 
 
 
 
 

  
Richard Schmidt, “ PILOT MENTOR”  –To Derek  

      Karen Schmidt, Brookfield, Wisconsin USA       Beech B55 Baron 
   
Richard has been interested in aviation since 
flying model aircraft at age 12 and riding his 
bicycle to watch the airplanes at the local 
general aviation airport in Milwaukee as a 
teenager.   I learned to fly in 1971and have 
been flying ever since then.  My first airplane 
was a Grumman Yankee, followed by a Piper 
Cherokee 140, a Mooney M20C, a Beech V35A 
Bonanza and now our Beech B55 Baron. 
 We©ve flown all over the US with our airplanes, 
plus several trips to the Bahamas.  I have a 
Commercial Pilot certificate with single and 
multi-engine ratings, instrument rating, and 
certificated flight instructor ratings for airplanes 
and instruments.  My primary part-time job in 
college was flight instructing for our flying club. 

 Most recently, I©ve become involved with the Bonanzas to Oshkosh organization.  This group Beechcraft Bonanza 
and Baron owners organizes a mass formation flight to the EAA AirVenture convention in Oshkosh, with last summer 
being the 20th flight.  We had 136 aircraft in that formation.  Formation flight training clinics are held around the 
country every year to qualify for the flight. In addition, I have qualified for Flight Lead and Wingman certification cards 
from Formation Flight Inc. ("FFI"), and I have had the honour of leading the Baron section of the B2Osh flight the last 
three years. I am an electrical engineer and MBA, and I presently work as the Director of Global Pricing Strategy for 
Rockwell Automation  
Karen's degree is in Speech Communications, and she has worked as a teacher and in technical sales.  She enjoys 
our airplane trips, particularly to visit our friends in Arizona where we lived for five years, and family in California, 
Virginia and Florida.  While not a pilot, she has flown all of our airplanes and is really looking forward to this new 
adventure.  Karen is a certificated open-water diver, as is Richard, and looking forward to getting into the warm 
Caribbean!  
Derek's first flight was at an age of four weeks in our Bonanza in 1988.   While not a pilot, he has been Dad©s helper 
in taking care of our airplanes and as co-pilot all along.  His interests in high school were in sports, particularly 
football.  Today he plays football with a local semi-pro team.  Derek is really excited about our adventure as well, 
particularly the opportunity for Dad to be his Pilot Mentor.   
 



 
 
 
Donald and Patricia Eisenberg 
Encino, California -        USA 

 Cessna T 210 
 Pat and Don  have joined us in numerous 
rallies since 2005. The Cree Challenge–
Diamond Challenge- Challenge of the Flags - 
McKenzie River Challenge and now the 
Caribbean Air Challenge – Don is a lucky 
man! Pat is always ready to go ! They both 
organised a couple of group flights to Alaska 
for members of their Flying Club – Pat and 
Don have many new friends met during 
previous rallies and they get a chance to 
reunite when they join us. 
I believe Don was a professional tennis 
player… Ask him ? Don flies the old fashion 
way ! No GPS.. well…. he did when he had 
his old plane, now don’t know about that with 
the Cessna T210 ! Welcome back Pat & Don ! 

       
Laurie Nadeau and Maggie George 

      Sherbrooke , CANADA 
  

Yes ! They are winners !!! 2007 Challenge of 
the Flags – Governor General’s Cup 
Laurie and Maggie have participated to many 
of our rallies including the Arctic Challenge! 
 
We have shared unforgettable experiences 
from the Arctic to the Maritimes and now 
ready for another! 
 
Laurie and Maggie are wonderful friendly 
people always ready to give a hand whenever 
needed. 
 
 
 
 

Charles Roch and Gwendolyn Ann Martel,  
Clarence-Rockland, Ontario, CANADA 

Wag-Aero  Sportsmen 2+2  
�
The airplane is a homebuilt, built by myself and 
first flew in October 1987.  It has over 2000 
hours and has flown across Canada 
(Vancouver Island, Newfoundland) Hudson’s 
Bay and as far South as Freeport Bahamas.  
Most of these hours have been flown by  my 
wife Gwen. 
 
Welcome Charles & Gewn many will envy the 
great visual you will get of the islands and 
turquoise waters, probably seeing some big 
fishes along the way too… 



 
 

 
Claude Marchal PILOT MENTOR to Vincent Margueritat 16 years old 
Guy Dubois pilot and Cécile Raoul, France 

             Cessna 182 -T  
Between Claude (right) President  of the 
« Aer0-Club de Guyenne-La Reole » and Guy  
Treasurer, proudly stands  Vincent  the 
youngest pilot in the Club. Attracted to 
aviation, Vincent was spending time at the 
Club patiently waiting for his fifteenth birthday 
to register as student. It took only few hours 
for him to adapt to the aircraft. Vincent never 
misses a chance to fly with members during 
the bi-monthly club organised group flights.. 
His ambition, we would never guess….. 
Become a professional pilot like his instructor 
Claude, retired Air France Captain. When 
Vincent heard about our intention to 
participate to another Air Rally this time in the 
Caribbean he convinced his mom to go 
discover other horizons. “Would be good for 
you mom!” We are proud to receive almost 
every year dedicated parents who, without 
any particular passion for aviation, 

understand how important it is to support their children’s passion giving them a great head start in life to build the 
confidence they need to face the future. 
Claude is certain that Vincent will be certified on his 16th birthday. “We will make it happen on his birthday” and that 
will be his greatest gift as he will become the youngest pilot in France!. Guy was also Claude student and now 
together they  live to FLY !!! 
 
Iztok Salamon, Celje, Slovenia 
Simonic Bostjan, Ljubljana,  Slovenia 
Josip Lackovic, Jastrebarsko, Croatia  

   
Cessna 182-T  
Iztok is a Mooney dealer in his country ! 
The three are Flying buddies. This picture 
was taken on one of their journey  across 
Belgium, France, England on the way to 
Northern Scotland. They will share their 
stories and pictures across Europe with 
you along the way. 
We live in Slovenia and Croatia 
respectively, like to  live our lives to the 
fullest possible degree, having fun along 
the way and  whenever our professional 
obligations allow like everyone else really.  
We also love gliding, skiing, volleyball, 
sailing, diving, golf, kitesurfing, but 
sometimes also flip to the workaholic 
side, dropping anchor in the office instead 
off the nice, sheltered bay on the shore.  
 

 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
Edward and Rebecca Abrams 
North Potomac, Maryland, USA 

  
Mooney M20 K  
 We have had the airplane about 10 years. 
Our flying consists of at least weekly trips 
for the $100 breakfast/hamburger usually 
to various restaurants on the field such as 
Lancaster PA (KLNS) or Cambridge 
Maryland (CGE) on Maryland©s 
Eastern Shore. 
We fly an average of 100+ hours a year.  
As far as adventures go, we©ve flown for 
vacations to Mackinac Island in Michigan, 
Las Vegas, Nevada, Pompano Beach, 
Florida and Norwood Massachusetts 
outside of Boston.   
Every few weeks we fly to Wadsworth, 
Ohio (3G3) to visit my wife©s family. They 
live only a few miles from the local airport, 
so it©s very convenient. The Mooney turns 
a 6-hour drive into a 1 and 3/4 hour flight. 
I have about 1,400 total flight hours and 
have been a pilot since 1998. 

Welcome onboard Rebecca and Edward ! Now you will find it difficult to stay away from other adventures !!!  
 
Adam Carney, Middleton, New Jersey  USA 
Charles Pierce, Westville Nova Scotia  CANADA  

         
Mooney M20 J  
Adam Carney (picture), 44 with a 
Private Certificate with single-engine 
land and instrument airplane ratings. 
I fly regularly and have accumulated 
about 1800 hours total time since I 
earned my ticket in 1992. The vast 
majority of my time is in Mooney 
aircraft as I have owned two of 
them. The current is a 1990 M20J 
(MSE) with about 2500 hrs total 
time. A factory overhauled (basically 
a factory remanufacture) engine 
was installed within the last year. 
Break-in is complete and all looked 
great at the last annual in October. It 
is GPS and autopilot equipped. 

 
Charles Pierce (no picture) from Nova Scotia. Charles owns a RV-8 back home. He was looking to partner on this 
adventure. We were happy to make it happen for both Adam and Charles. I am sure Charles will visit Nova Scotia 
very soon…. 
 

 
 



 
 
Rajesh Soni, Princeton, New Jersey USA 
Donald Loundsbury, Windham Centre, Ontario, Canada  

 
Beech V35B 
When Rajesh said, I am looking for a partner, I had 
just received a call from Don Loundsbury who 
happened to be sitting at his Winter Haven, Fla.  
apartment and heard about the Caribbean Air 
Challenge. I think he actually got a call from one of 
the old timers…. Don and Paula, his wife also a pilot 
have participated to four of our rallies so far. Paula 
and Don own a farm in Ontario. Both Don and Paula 
are dedicated to the Whooping Crane Conservation 
Association contributing their time and aircraft to 
help the bird migration. Rajesh couldn’t find a nicer 
pilot to partner with on this great adventure and I am 
sure neither could Don. 
 

 

Rajesh Soni: I’ve been flying for almost 7 years and I hold a 
Private pilot certificate with an instrument rating.    One of the 
main reasons I pursued flying and plane ownership was to go 
places which the Bonanza allows me to do; it’s a great cross-
country plane. Over the years I’ve flown with my family to 
places as south as Key West, as north as Montreal, as west 
as Chicago and everywhere in between.  I always wanted to 
fly the Caribbean and when I read about the Caribbean Air 
Rally, I immediately knew I wanted to participate.  When I 
spoke with my friend Ben who participated in the Air Rally a 
few years ago, I told him that I was going to fly with Don 
Loundsbury, Ben said I couldn’t have found better person to 
fly with.         Photo: Don and Paula in 2003 

 
Aurel and Simone Dan, St-Sulpice, Switzerland 
Andre and Christine Gonzales, Vienne, France       

    Pilatus PC-12 
 
Aurel, Simone and Cesar have crossed the 
Atlantic numerous times onboard this Pilatus PC12 
and participated to the Air Rally since 2005. They 
wan the Trophy  two years in a row. 
 
This year they will join us accompanied by Andre 
and Christine from France. 
The two couples participate to European Air rallies 
taking place in Egypt, Morocco as well as the 
historical and intense Aeropostale Rally. 
Aurel and Simone have visited many of the 
Caribbean Islands but enjoy the challenge of the 
International Air Rally and most, the camaraderie. 
 
 

 
 



 
Dwayne and William Price Ottawa, Ontario, Canada 
Ian Dewhirst       Beechcraft Debonair 

  
Ian has been flying for 6 years, the last four in a 
1964 Beech Debonair.   
Ian holds a Private License with Night and 
Instrument Ratings. 
Ian©s wife Gemma enrolled him in ground school 
after their 6th child was born. 
3 planes later Gemma still maintains she 
loves him. 
 
Larry (father) worked in Air Traffic Services as a 
Controller for 30+ years for Transport Canada. 
He has lived and worked in Canada’s north, 
Edmonton, Toronto, Ottawa as well as Kenya 
and New Zealand.  
He has been a licensed pilot for over 50 years.  
Larry and his wife Mabel, are now retired on a 

tree farm just north of Edmonton. They have 
their own private strip and hangar with a 
Taylorcraft and a variety of other flying 
contraptions. 
Dwayne (son) has been employed in Air 
Traffic Services & Information Management 
with Transport Canada and NAV CANADA for 
24 years. 
He has worked in Fort Simpson, NWT, High 
Level, Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta and is 
currently working in NAV CANADA’s head 
office in Ottawa, Ontario. 
He has been a licensed pilot for 23 years, is 
currently flying a Piper Tomahawk and scratch 
building an aluminium low wing. 
Dwayne and his wife, Linda, are the proud 
parents of an aerospace engineering student 
and a flight corporal in air cadets. 

 
 
 Bill Reed, Carp, Ontario, Canada 
    Vans RV8A 
Is joining to team up with friends Gwen and 
Charles Martel as well as Ian, Dwayne and Larry 
 
Bill Reed is a relativity new pilot. I have only had 
my licence for 11 years. I am retired and currently 
a volunteer navigator with CASARA.  
Last summer I flew to Dawson City and then back 
to Ottawa. This year the Sun n Fun adventure and 
the Caribbean tour will provide memorable 
experiences. 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
Terry and Beatrice Peters, Ottawa Ontario     PA28-140  
Also joining to team up with friends Gwen, Charles, Ian, Dwayne and Larry 
 

          
Matthew Hayduk, Greer, South Carolina, USA 
Victoria Pinkham, Greenville South Carolina USA   Piper PA-24 
 
  
 
 
Mariusz Kwapis, 
Rafal Kucharski  
Bayville, New Jersey USA      B95 Travellair  

 
 

 
 
Daniel Robins 
Jane Robins   
          Cessna 210 C Centurion  

      
  

  
Thomas and Sharon Green - Peter Bowen 
Swartz Creek, Michigan        Cessna 337 - Turbo 

 
 
 
 
 

Thomas Schrade, Reno, Nevada     Beech BARON 
 
 


